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Laws against transpeople in Malaysia  
Laws in Malaysia 

Civil Law Syariah Law 

Section 21 of the  
Minor Offences Act 1955 

Lelaki berlagak seperti perempuan  
(Men impersonating as women) 

Drunkenness  and  disorderly  behaviour  in  public  places 

Any person who is found drunk and incapable of taking care 
of  himself,  or  is  guilty  of  any  riotous,  disorderly  or  indecent 
behaviour, or of persistently soliciting or importuning for immoral 

purposes  in  any  public  road  or  in  any  public  place  or  place  of 
public  amusement  or  resort,  or  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  any 

Court or of any public office or police station or place of worship, 
shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  RM 25  or  to 

imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding  14 days,  and  on  a 
second or subsequent conviction to a fine not exceeding RM 100  

or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 3months 
or  to  both. 



Name  

sex 
religion (only for Muslims) 

Last digit: Odd number for male, 
Even number for female  

Why is the identification card an issue? 



Mother goes to Makkah to perform Haj, 
Ashraf changes sex  
The article claims that her parents have never 
supported her decision and have disowned her 
before.  

Aleesha Farhana’s struggle to 
change her sex in her 
identification card  

I have been reading the insults and 
condemnations targeted towards me via 

facebook. If the society cannot accept me, I 
would rather be killed, if that is the best 

solution.  

Aleesha Farhana made an application to change her 
gender status at the High Court on May 25 to enable 
her to be accepted into the local university to continue 
her studies, apart from the difficulty of living as a 
woman with her male status. 



Hate crime and 
murder of transpeople  



A mak nyah beauty queen teacher 
arrested  
Enforcement unit chief assistant director 
Abdul Aziz Mohd Nor lead a team of 50 in the 
10pm raid, saying those detained were in 
their 20s and 30s and were posing in 
women's dresses   

"Three of them managed to get away by diving into a 
nearby river while the rest were arrested and taken 
to the department's office in Kota Baru for further 
action," he said yesterday.  

Abdul Aziz said the activities 
of the transsexuals, including 
dressing up like women, 
were against Islamic 
practices. He said they could 
be fined up to RM3,000 or jail 
if convicted 



Free sex gathering banned 

Some 20 to 30 police personnel abruptly ended a 
talk last night in Kuala Lumpur, held in 
conjunction with the banned Seksualiti Merdeka 
festival. (Malaysiakini, 4 Nov 2011) 



The local cyber community has also been abuzz with reports of a 
former University College Dublin (UCD) student's purported marriage 
to a man. Pictures of his "wedding" to an Irish man have spread like 
wild fire on blogs and social networking websites such as Facebook 
and Twitter. 

Minister in the Prime Minister's Department 
Datuk Seri Jamil Khir Baharom said an 

investigation would be made over the claim of a 
same-sex marriage abroad allegedly involving a 

Malay man. 

Ariff Alfian Rosli, the Petronas 
scholar  



The Negeri 
Sembilan 
and Malacca 
Judicial 
Review and 
Justice for 
Sisters  

Four mak nyahs from Negeri Sembilan, who have each been arrested, detained 
and charged for offences under Section 66, have filed a judicial review of the law.  

The claim is founded on the argument that Section 66 of the Syariah Criminal 
(Negeri Sembilan) Enactment 1992 (Enactment 4 of 1992) (Section 66), which 
criminalises any male person who “wears women’s attire” or “poses as a 
woman”, is inconsistent with various fundamental liberties guaranteed by the 
Federal Constitution of Malaysia, including:  

(i) Article 5(1) which protects the right to live with dignity, the right to work 
and livelihood and the right to privacy;  
(ii) 8(1) which guarantees the right to equal protection of the law;  
(iii) Article 8(2) which prohibits discrimination on a number of grounds, 
including “gender”;  
(iv) Article 9(2) which protects the right to freedom of movement; and  
(v) Article 10(1)(a) which protects the right to freedom of expression.  



Thank you! 
Nisha Ayub  
Malaysia  


